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Survival Disparities in Seoul's Food Service Industry:
A Cohort Analysis of Dessert Shops and Restaurants Across the

COVID-19 Pandemic
Yoojin Oh*

89 T A2A] YAY F2 Het B4 - Ho]AH A E #HH AFC] HISo| Si=HA 9AY WiF o
F 2t AL E4 Aolof] tigt Aol F71ekaL Sltt. 53] UAE PFE W2 A AT} AxRE Aol 7hssith=
EA0= Qlgf BIHeE Al MU} FlEo] o]FolA| s AFoz A E] o, sig dFo] AL S4= AA dF
st} A7)7to] 24 AS5A 0= HAGH A= AHAolqle. ojof o] A= AZAl Y ARIAIS Y E
HY o]Z &8st HAE A3 A1 4TS ABE = vlastaL, #od A5 S04 A4S 1 BE A3
H3EE EA5IGIE ol fI9 201492 2018 AT LAY ARIAIE oF 6197 243 F 9] FFES P50}
3 Kaplan-Meier 2843+ Cox HIH LTS 2-Es19tt. B4 23k, UAHE 432 2414 dFol vlsf ek
o7 U2 YEUET =2 H TS Blon ofet AX= COVID-19 M2 i3t Z3EoA B g
£ Z0% Yeith E3t HE FRE FAE olFol= HAE IF o= HY Al fodt IS A= AoE
ZRIFYLE o] AFe HAE FF2 oA W =54 24 gz disto] BE EA4E A5 oE AstL
JAAS A& A& 7179 THA Azt
FA0 : QAE A, 4], BEE4, COVID-19 HHY, JE&

ABSTRACT : The expansion of café, bakery, and dessert-related businesses has become a notable feature

:L_I,
lI

of structural change within Seoul’s food service industry, raising interest in survival differences across
subsectors. Dessert businesses are widely perceived as having low entry barriers and requiring relatively
small start-up capital, which leads to frequent market entry and exit. However, long-term empirical
studies comparing the survival characteristics of dessert businesses with those of restaurants remain
limited. This study examines differences in survival patterns between dessert businesses and restaurants
in Seoul and investigates how these gaps changed before and after the COVID-19 pandemic. Two
cohorts of food service establishments that opened in 2014 and 2018 were constructed and followed for
approximately six years. Kaplan—Meier survival analysis and Cox proportional hazards models were
employed. The results show that dessert businesses exhibit lower survival probabilities and higher
closure risks than restaurants, with the gap becoming more pronounced in the cohort exposed to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Even after controlling for establishment size, belonging to the dessert sector
remains a statistically significant predictor of closure risk. These findings suggest that the vulnerability
of dessert businesses cannot be explained solely by differences in operational scale and provide
empirical evidence for future food service and self-employment policy discussions.

Key Words : Dessert, Food service industry, Survival analysis, COVID-19 pandemic, Survival rate

* N2Usty SHASH EA| 2 X[S9AE Ha EAE(Doctoral Candidate, Urban Planning, Graduate School of Environmental
Studies, Seoul National University), E-Mail: yoojinoh@snu.ac.kr
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2) Kaplan-Meier &84

FEE ARt Ao wE YL ES H|6]
8l Kaplan—Meier 3&34&  F4519
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BEISS MR 2T 5 ke 3

T A4FA BEFA Aol log-rank HEE
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AE Aol A 24 7IRE B YA AFE
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O] Aolg AlAH R Ao o $HE T
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3) Cox HF|9AZT

Kaplan-Meier £42 7|&4 H|uo| -85}
A9k 7PE Hx B4 FFS BAISHA] Eetth=
AE 7HH. o]of o] AFoflAl= Cox HIFIH
2% (Cox proportional hazards model)& #-&
sto] 2 HAS SAIG AeolA AF F3el H
A #1dol A= YF= FHsIh
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(2020—2022)% watslal ks A
BE A2 Hgt o5E BRI ¢ e Hlal 7|

2 ASIHE 4)).

(B 4) 934 71z 57 2%

e MEAL | DESSERT | MEAL | DESSERT
= (2014) | (2014) | (2018) | (2018)

H= 2N) | 7,816 4,324 8,368 3,706
Y = 3,740 2,424 4,283 2,343
HUS(%) | 47.85 56.06 51.18 63.22
o

1,4845| 1,357.1 [1,4309| 1,212.0

AA7I7HL)
ZAUZHY) | 1,856 1,683 1,843 1,313
IOR 889~ 706~ 771- 455~

(Q1-03) | 2,014 1,985 2,009 1,972

1) 201449 7/IY I3 E(2014-2019)

20149 7Y F2EE F 12,1407 Hx= 74
=|%loH o] F MEAL 7,81670(64.4%), DESSERT
4,32471(35.6%) %t ¥ F= AI-(20199 &

79 HYEEL AF 7+ F3HS Aolg Ec
MEAL Ax29] HIS-E 47.85%(3,7407), DESSERT
A0 HAEL 56.06%(2,4247)E, UAE I=

9 ﬁﬂ?j H&o] SARETE oF 8.2%p &7 HERT
A7IHAYG & H9 B BS TG
‘“*)2 v 5t Ao FUsH sfglo] Felx]
ch. MEAL H29] B JA7I7- 1,484.59,
FUZ 1,8569% HERt ¥HH DESSERT 3
9] Bt FA7ITE 1,357.19Y, S92 1,683Y
2 o Zth
ARE9] HRIIQR) 94l MEAL©] 889-2,014
2, DESSERT7} 706-1,98592, HAHE HFof
A @7] HYg vigol o & BEE Blrh

2) 20184 /1Y F3E(2018-2023, WY
=3h

20184 7Y FFEL Z 12,0747] HEE MFAL
8,36871(69.3%), DESSERT 3,70671(30.7%)Z T
AEiH 20239 T 71 HYES 2014 IS E
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(22! 1) 201444 7| FSEO| Kaplan-Meier AHZ=ZM

Kaplan-Meier Survival Curves (2014 cohort): MEAL vs DESSERT (ETC & ALCOHOL excluded)

—— MEAL
——— DESSERT

1.0

0.9

=
=]
L

Survival Probability
o
d

=
o
i

0.5 4

0.4 7

560 m'uu 15hu m'l:m
Days since Opening

o

(a3 2) 20184 7Y FSEO| Kaplan-Meier MZEIM
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